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thing connected with their food or drink, which is
all so ritual to them, is not made physically clean
by its sacramental chastity. They dislike what they
consider an unwarrantable interference.
E. recognises also that his ban on the play which
the Hindu Literary Society were to act this winter
is very unpopular. The play they had chosen would
undoubtedly have offended the Moslems; and so E.,
having consulted one or two of the Moslem pro-
fessors, vetoed it at the meeting which had been called
to make the final arrangements for its production.
I am sure he was right to do this, but I can
understand how an Indian mind could twist and
torture the affair into a magnificent grievance.
I think myself that it may have been a mistake
to put the bowls of permanganate of potash in the
cloisters, for it is always unwise to interfere with
anything connected with religion; but, as E. says,
with a Hindu every bestial practice in life has a
religious origin and significance, and it must be very
difficult for E. to sit down and accept all these
unsanitary ways of living without making some
effort to change them.
Truly it seems impossible to be a "successful"
Principal of an Indian College without losing one's
self-respect.